
 

8th December 2020 

 

Dear Parents & Carers,  

 

I write to you to provide a number of updates. Before doing so, I would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge 

the amazing efforts of staff, parents and pupils alike in tackling the challenging situation we continue to face with 

professionalism, determination and, unsurprisingly as it is a school value, hope. As we continue to operate within 

nationally imposed restrictions, we remain steadfast in our determination to provide continuity of education for as 

many of our pupils as possible, and will continue to do so in the build-up to the holiday period.  

 

COVID-19 & Attendance 

 

I am aware that there has been a growing demand, nationally and locally, for schools to close early for the Christmas 

period. However, the Department for Education is explicit that schools are not authorised to close early in this way 

– this would contravene emergency legislation put in place by the Government. Any closure would have to be 

approved by the DfE and Public Health England.  

 

We continue to thank parents and carers for their efforts to ensure pupils attend school consistently, if they are well 

enough to do so and have not been asked to isolate. Regrettably, deciding to withdraw pupils from school over the 

final days of term will result in absences being recorded as unauthorised.  

 

As there continue to be a high number of cases in Bexley, parents and carers must also remain vigilant in following 

national guidance. This will enable as many of our school community as possible to enjoy the holiday period without 

the need to isolate. If any member of your household displays COVID like symptoms then all members of the 

household must immediately self-isolate, and the symptomatic individual must have a COVID test. Your child will be 

able to return to school if this test is negative. All children must stay at home whilst you await the result.  

 

Please see the link to the PHE ‘Stay at Home’ Guidance: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-

households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection 

 

As a reminder, the most common symptoms of COVID 19 are: 

 

 new continuous cough and/or 

 high temperature and/or 

 a loss of, or change in, normal sense of taste or smell (anosmia) 

 

If your child develops symptoms of COVID-19, they must remain at home for at least 10 days from the date when 

their symptoms appeared. Anyone with symptoms will be eligible for testing and this can be arranged via 

https://www.nhs.uk/ask-for-a-coronavirus-test or by calling 119.  It is essential that parents and carers report all 

positive test results to the school as soon as possible. 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection
https://www.nhs.uk/ask-for-a-coronavirus-test


 

I will write to you closer to the end of term to provide details of how to inform the school should your child test 

positive after 18th December, as this may have an impact on other members of the school community.  

 

Christmas Jumper & Mask Day 

 

Pupils are encouraged to wear a Christmas jumper and/or (hopefully for this year only!) a Christmas mask this Friday, 

11th December. We ask pupils to make a contribution (suggested £1) to our nominated charity, ‘Save the Children’, 

and we hope to raise a significant amount to support their vital work.  

 

Please note, that pupils may choose to wear their own attire and do not have to wear a Christmas jumper. Please 

ensure clothing is appropriate, however, considering the weather and temperature. For example, ‘sliders’ are not 

appropriate. If pupils have PE on Friday, they should wear their PE shirt as normal, and ensure they dressed suitably 

to participate in their lesson.  

  

End of Term arrangements  

 

We are saddened that we are unable to end the term with our traditional Church services, however we will be ending 

the year on Friday 18th December with a Christmas service in school for each Year Group bubble, followed by early 

closure for all year groups. Your child should come to school at their normal start time, and will be dismissed as 

follows:  

 

Year 7: 12.45pm    Year 10: 12.20pm  

Year 8: 1.45pm     Year 11: 1.20pm 

Year 9: 11.45am    Years 12 & 13: 12.20pm 

 

There will be no lunch service on the final day of term, however pupils will have access to food at break time (this 

includes provision for those entitled to FSM).  

 

Start of Spring Term 

 

As a reminder, term begins for all pupils on Wednesday 6th January 2021. All pupils should attend at the usual time 

for their year group.  

 

Finally, can I thank those of you who have contacted the school to express your thanks and provide positive feedback 

– this continues to be a huge boost to staff and provides even greater motivation to us all!  

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

Mr Simon Godden 

Principal 
 

 


