
KS3 MFL (FRENCH/GERMAN) WRITING, READNG,TRANSLATION ASSESSMENT DESCRIPTORS  
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‘Learning’ 
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E Very basic vocabulary, 

often misspelled. Work 

may contain some simple 

connectives and opinion 

phrases. 

Basic vocabulary, with 

mostly accurate spelling. 

Work contains some 

connectives, opinions, 

adverbs, adjectives and 

time phrases . 

Range of correctly spelled 
vocabulary. Work contains 
a range of connectives, 
opinions, adverbs, 
adjectives and time 
phrases . 

Varied vocabulary, correctly 
spelled. Work contains a 
range of connectives, 
negatives, justified 
opinions, adverbs, 
adjectives, time phrases , 
complex structures and 
different tenses. 

Wide selective vocabulary 
with only occasional 
spelling errors. Work 
contains a range of 
connectives, negatives, 
justified opinions, 
adverbs, adjectives, time 
phrases , complex 
structures and different 
tenses. 

Extensive and accurately 
used vocabulary, with rare 
spelling errors. Work 
contains lots of 
connectives, negatives, 
justified opinions, adverbs, 
adjectives, time phrases , 
complex structures and 
different tenses, all used 
accurately. 
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 Basic, repetitive sentence 

structure. Sentence 

openers often repetitive. 

Little or no structure. Only 

1 or 2 parts of the 

question covered. 

Communication is often 

very ambiguous. 

Mostly simple sentence 

structures, with some 

compound sentences. 

Some structure to the 

work with 2 or 3 parts of 

the question covered. 

Communication is quite 

ambiguous. 

Simple and compound 
sentences used regularly 
throughout with varied 
sentence openings. Work is 
well structured and nearly 
all or all parts of the 
question covered. 
Communication is 
generally clear, but can be 
ambiguous. 

Simple and compound 
sentences used regularly 
and accurately throughout. 
Work is well structured and 
all parts of the question 
covered. Communication is 
clear. 
  

Simple and compound 
sentences used accurately 
throughout. Work is very 
well structured and all 
parts of the question 
covered. Communication 
is very clear. 

Simple and compound 
sentences used accurately 
throughout. Work is very 
well structured and all 
parts of the question are 
covered in depth. 
Communication is very 
clear with no ambiguity. 
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Can recall a very limited 

range of vocabulary and 

can recognise cognates in 

a short text and can 

answer some basic closed 

or multiple choice 

questions about it.  

Can recall some topic 

specific vocabulary and 

can recognise cognates 

and near cognates in a 

short text and can answer 

some basic open and 

closed questions about it.  

Can recall most topic 
specific vocabulary and can 
use some basic language 
learning strategies to 
understand some 
unfamiliar words in a short 
text in order to answer a 
variety of questions about 
it.  

Can recall topic specific 
vocabulary and can use 
some language learning 
strategies fairly confidently 
to understand some 
unfamiliar words in a text in 
order to answer a variety of 
questions about it. 

Can use language learning 
strategies confidently to 
understand most 
unfamiliar words in a long 
text, in addition to having 
very good recall of topic 
specific vocabulary, in 
order to answer a variety 
of questions about the 
text. 

Can use language learning 
strategies very confidently 
to understand unfamiliar 
words in a long and 
complex text, in addition to 
having excellent recall of 
topic specific vocabulary, in 
order to answer a variety of 
questions about the text. 
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 Can translate a few words 

into the target language, 

but often misspelled and 

with no understanding of 

grammar or syntax. 

Can translate a few simple 

sentences into the target 

language, but with lots of 

spelling, grammar and 

syntax errors.  

Can translate some 
sentences into the target 
language, with increasing 
accuracy in terms of 
spelling, grammar and 
syntax. 

Can translate sentences 
into the target language 
fairly accurately, with not 
many spelling, grammar or 
syntax errors. 

Can translate paragraphs 
into the target language 
generally accurately, with 
hardly any spelling, 
grammar or syntax errors. 

Can translate paragraphs 
into the target language 
accurately. Any spelling, 
grammar or syntax errors 
are extremely rare. 
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E Very basic vocabulary, 

often pronounced 

incorrectly. Spoken 

answers may contain 

some simple connectives 

and opinion phrases. 

Basic vocabulary, with 

mostly accurate 

pronunciation. Spoken 

answers contain some 

connectives, opinions, 

adverbs, adjectives and 

time phrases . 

Range of correctly 
pronounced vocabulary. 
Spoken answers contain a 
range of connectives, 
opinions, adverbs, 
adjectives and time 
phrases . 

Varied vocabulary, 
correctly pronounced. 
Spoken answers contain a 
range of connectives, 
negatives, justified 
opinions, adverbs, 
adjectives, time phrases , 
complex structures and 
different tenses. 

Wide selective vocabulary 
with only occasional 
pronunciation errors. 
Answers contain a range 
of connectives, negatives, 
justified opinions, 
adverbs, adjectives, time 
phrases , complex 
structures and different 
tenses. 

Extensive and accurately 
used vocabulary, with rare 
pronunciation errors. 
Answers contains lots of 
connectives, negatives, 
justified opinions, adverbs, 
adjectives, time phrases , 
complex structures and 
different tenses, all used 
accurately. 
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Basic, repetitive answers, 

often one word or very 

short simple sentences. 

Often not able to answer 

the question or with a lot 

of hesitation and 

communication is often 

very ambiguous. 

Mostly short, simple 

answers, with some 

longer sentences or 

answers. Able to answer 

most questions without 

much hesitation but 

communication is quite 

ambiguous. 

Mostly longer answers of 
at least two sentences. 
Able to answer nearly all 
questions fairly promptly. 
Communication is 
generally clear, but can be 
ambiguous at times. 

All answers are developed 
with at least three 
sentences. Communication 
is clear and there is very 
little hesitation. 
  

All answers are very well 
developed, with some 
ability to narrate events. 
Communication is very 
clear with no hesitation. 

All answers are very well 
developed, with events 
always well narrated. 
Communication is very 
clear with no ambiguity 
and there is no hesitation. 
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 Can understand a few 

words or phrases in the 

target language, in order 

to answer some closed or 

multiple choice questions 

about it. 

Can understand some of 
what it being said in a 
short passage in the 
target language, in order 
to answer some open and 
closed questions about it. 

Can understand most of 
what it being said in a 
short passage in the target 
language, in order to 
answer a variety of 
questions about it. 

Can pick out the key bits of 
a long passage in the target 
language, in order to 
answer a variety of 
questions about it and can 
understand most of what is 
being said in shorter 
passages. 

Can understand most of 
what it being said in a 
long passage in the target 
language, in order to 
answer a variety of 
questions about it. 

Can understand nearly 
everything being said in a 
long and complex passage 
in the target language, in 
order to answer a variety 
of questions about it. 

 


