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Year 9 Recommended Reads 

 

Reading is a vital skill! 
As with all skills,  it needs to be practiced.  

Through reading we learn about the world around us, how to structure our own 
writing and we develop a wider vocabulary and understanding. 

 
Research tells us that children who are very good and confident  

readers by the age of 15 are most likely to go on to achieve well at school, college 
and university. We also know that students who read for just half an hour a day can 

be up to a year ahead of those who don’t by the time they turn 15. 
 

Challenge Yourself ! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen 
When Elizabeth Bennet meets Mr Darcy, it's fair to say he doesn't make the best first impression. Arrogant, conde-
scending and aloof, he is everything the spirited and clever Elizbeth despises - and that's before he breaks her 
sister's heart. But why, then, do her thoughts turn to him again and again? 
Carrie’s War by Nina Bawden 
Albert, Carrie and young Nick are war-time evacuees billeted in Wales with old Mr Evans, who is so mean and 
cold, and his timid mouse of a sister, Lou, who suddenly starts having secrets. Their friend Albert is luckier, living in 
Druid's Bottom with warm-hearted Hepzibah Green and the strange Mister Johnny, who can talk to animals but 
not to human beings. Gradually they settle in, but then Carrie does a terrible thing which is to haunt her for years.  
Jane Eyre, Charlotte Bronte 
Poor and plain, Jane Eyre begins life as a lonely orphan in the household of her hateful aunt. She becomes a gover-
ness at Thornfield Hall, where she finds herself falling in love with her employer, the dark, impassioned Mr. Roch-
ester. But an explosive secret tears apart their relationship. 
Through the Looking Glass by Lewis Carroll 
When Alice steps through the looking-glass, she enters a world of chess pieces and nursery rhyme characters who 
behave very strangely. Humpty Dumpty, Tweedledee and Tweedledum, the dotty White Knight and the sharp-
tempered Red Queen - none of them are what they seem. In fact, through the looking-glass, everything is distort-
ed. 
Hound of the Baskervilles by Arthur Conan Doyle 
The thrilling story of the Baskerville family - a family haunted and pursued by a gigantic and terrifying hound on  
Dartmoor. Sherlock Holmes and Dr Watson arrive in Devon to investigate. The story is shortened, but aims to 
retain the flavour of the original version. 
Oliver by Charles Dickens 
After Oliver Twist asks nasty Mr Bumble for more food, he has to flee the workhouse for the streets of London. 
Here he meets the Artful Dodger, who leads him to Fagin and his gang of pickpockets. When a thieving mission 
goes wrong, Oliver narrowly avoids prison and finds himself in the care of kind Mr Brownlow. But Fagin and the 
brutal Bill Sikes go in search of the young orphan, determined to drag him back. 
Anne Frank: The Diary of a Young Girl by Anne Frank 
In July 1942, thirteen-year-old Anne Frank and her family, fleeing the occupation, went into hiding in an Amster-
dam warehouse. Over the next two years Anne vividly describes in her diary the frustrations of living in such close 
quarters, and her thoughts, feelings and longings as she grows up. Her diary ends abruptly when, in August 1944, 
they were all betrayed. 
To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee 
The conscience of a town steeped in prejudice, violence and hypocrisy is pricked by the stamina of one man's 
struggle for justice. But the weight of history will only tolerate so much. To Kill a Mockingbird is a coming-of-age 
story, an anti-racist novel, a historical drama of the Great Depression 
Goodnight Mr Tom by Michelle Magorian 
The gruff and surly Mr Thomas Oakley is less than pleased when he is landed with a scrawny little city boy as a 
guest, but because it is compulsory that each villager takes in an evacuee he reluctantly agrees. It soon becomes 
obvious to Mister Tom that young Willie Beech is hiding something, and as the pair begin to form an unlikely bond 
and Willie grows in stature and in confidence he begins to forget the past. But when he has to return to war-torn 
London to face his mother again he retreats into his shy and awkward ways once more. 
Nineteen Eighty Four by George Orwell 
Hidden away in the Record Department of the sprawling Ministry of Truth, Winston Smith skilfully rewrites the 
past to suit the needs of the Party. Yet he inwardly rebels against the totalitarian world he lives in, which demands 
absolute obedience and controls him through the all-seeing telescreens and the watchful eye of Big Brother, 
symbolic head of the Party. In his longing for truth and liberty, Smith begins a secret love affair with a fellow-
worker Julia, but soon discovers the true price of freedom is betrayal. 
Catcher in the Rye by JD Salinger 
Holden Caulfield is a seventeen- year-old dropout who has just been kicked out of his fourth school. Navigating his 
way through the challenges of growing up, Holden dissects the 'phony' aspects of society, and the 'phonies' them-
selves: the headmaster whose affability depends on the wealth of the parents, his roommate who scores with girls 
using sickly-sweet affection. 
The Strange Case of Dr Jeckyl and Mr Hyde by Robert Louis Stevenson 
In seeking to discover his inner self, the brilliant Dr Jekyll discovers a monster. First published to critical acclaim in 
1886, this mesmerising thriller is a terrifying study of the duality of man's nature. 
Lord of the Rings by J.R.R. Tolkein 
In the sleepy village in the Shire, a young hobbit is entrusted with an immense task. He must make a perilous 
journey across Middle - earth to the Cracks of Doom, there to destroy the Ruling Ring of Power - the only thing 
that prevents the Dark Lord Sauron' s evil dominion. 
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Guantanamo Boy by Anna Perera 
Khalid, a 15-year-old Muslim boy from Rochdale, is abducted from Pakistan while on holiday with his 
family. He is taken to Guantanamo Bay and held without charge, where his hopes and dreams are 
crushed under the cruellest of circumstances. 
Ketchup Clouds by Annabel Pitcher, Annabel 
Fifteen-year-old Zoe has a secret - a dark and terrible secret that she can't confess to anyone she knows. But 
then one day she hears of a criminal, Stuart Harris, locked up on death row in Texas. Like Zoe, Stuart is no 
stranger to secrets. Or lies. Or murder. Full of heartache yet humour, Zoe tells her story in the only way she 
can - in letters to the man in prison in America.  

How I live Now by Meg Rosoff 
Daisy is sent from New York to England to spend a summer with cousins she has never met. It seems 
like the perfect summer. Falling in love is just the start of it but their lives are about to explode. War 
breaks out and lands on their doorstep. Daisy's life is changed forever - and the world is too. 
Dracula by Bram Stoker 
Jonathan Hasker's nightmarish experience at Castle Dracula is only the beginning of a chain of maca-
bre events, of blood-curdling horrors unleashed from the depths of a dark and evil world which 
thrives on innocent victims. The vile Count is at large, intent on increasing his diabolical band of un-
dead. He must be destroyed at all costs... 
Lies we tell ourselves by Robin Talley 
It's Sarah's first day of school as one of the first black students at previously all-white Jefferson High. 
No one wants Sarah there. Not the Governor. Not the teachers. And certainly not the students - espe-
cially Linda, daughter of the town's most ardent segregationist. Sarah and Linda are supposed to 
despise each other. But the more time they spend together, the less their differences matter. And 
both girls start to feel something they've never felt before.  
Blood Red Road by Moira Young 
In a lawless land, where life is cheap and survival is hard, Saba has been brought up in isolated Silver-
lake. She never sees the dangers of the destructive society outside. When her twin brother is 
snatched by mysterious black-robed riders, she sets out on an epic quest to rescue him. 
Terror Kid by Benjamin Zephaniah 
Rico knows trouble. He knows the look of it and the sound of it. He also knows to stay away from it as 
best he can. Because if there's one thing his Romany background has taught him, it's that he will 
always be a suspect. Despite his efforts to stay on the right side of the law, Rico is angry and frustrat-
ed at the injustices he sees happening at home and around the world. A powerful novel about justice, 
trust and idealism gone wrong that will make you look again at your definition of a terrorist. 
The Book Thief by Markus Zusack  
It is 1939, Nazi Germany, the country is holding its breath. Death has never been busier - and will 
become busier still. By her brother's graveside, Liesel's life is changed forever when she picks up a 
single object, abandoned in the snow. It is The Gravedigger's Handbook, and this is her first act of 
book thievery. So begins Liesel's love affair with books and words, and soon she is stealing from Nazi 
book-burnings, the mayor's wife's library . . . But these are dangerous times, and when Liesel's foster 
family hides a Jew in their basement, nothing will ever be the same again. 

Chasing the Stars by Blackman, Malorie 
What happens when love brings loss? When love brings lies? When love brings hate?   Olivia and her 
twin brother Aidan are heading alone back to Earth following the virus that wiped out the rest of their 
crew, and their family. Nathan is part of a community stranded on Baros 5.  Their lives unexpectedly 
collided when Olivia rescues them from a Mazon attack.  
The Bunker Diary by Kevin Brookes 
I can't believe I fell for it. It was still dark when I woke up this morning. As soon as my eyes opened I 
knew where I was. A low-ceilinged rectangular building made entirely of whitewashed concrete. There 
are six little rooms along the main corridor. There are no windows. No doors. The lift is the only way in 
or out. What's he going to do to me? 
The perks of being a wallflower  by Stephen Chbosky 
Charlie is a freshman. And while he's not the biggest geek in the school, he is by no means popular. Shy, 
introspective, intelligent beyond his years yet socially awkward, he is a wallflower, caught between 
trying to live his life and trying to run from it. Charlie is attempting to navigate his way through unchart-
ed territory: the world of first dates and mix-tapes, family dramas and new friends; the world of sex, 
drugs, and The Rocky Horror Picture Show. 
Maggot Moon by Sally Gardner 
When his best friend Hector is suddenly taken away, Standish Treadwell realises that it is up to him, his 
grandfather and a small band of rebels to confront and defeat the ever-present oppressive forces of 
the Motherland. Utterly original and stunning, it is impossible not to be moved by MAGGOT MOON's 
powerful story and the unforgettable heroism of Standish. 
Lord of the Flies by Golding William 
A Group of boys are marooned on a coral island. At first it seems as though it is all going to be great 
fun; but the fun before long becomes furious and life on the island turns into a nightmare of panic and 
death. 
The Fault in our Stars by John Green 
Despite the tumour-shrinking medical miracle that has bought her a few years, Hazel has never been 
anything but terminal. But when the gorgeous  Augustus Waters suddenly appears at Cancer Kid Sup-
port Group, Hazel's story takes on a new twist and is completely rewritten. 
The Curious incident of the dog in the Night-time by Mark Haddon 
Christopher is 15 and lives in Swindon with his father. He has Asperger's Syndrome. He is obsessed with 
maths, science and Sherlock Holmes but finds it hard to understand other people. When he discovers a 
dead dog on a neighbour's lawn he decides to solve the mystery and write a detective thriller about it. 
As in all good detective stories, however, the more he unearths, the deeper the mystery gets - for both 
Christopher and the rest of his family. 
The Lie Tree by Frances Harding 
Faith's father has been found dead under mysterious circumstances, and as she is searching through for 
clues she discovers a strange tree, that only grows and bears fruit if you whisper a lie to it. The fruit of 
the tree, when eaten, will deliver a hidden truth to the person who consumes it. Faith realizes that she 
is good at lying and that the tree might hold the key to her father's murder, so she begins to spread 
untruths. But as her tales spiral out of control, she discovers that where lies seduce, truths shatter.... 
There will be Lies by Nick Lake 
 In four hours, Shelby Jane Cooper will be struck by a car. Shortly after, she and her mother will leave 
the hospital and set out on a winding journey toward the Grand Canyon. All Shelby knows is that 
they're running from dangers only her mother understands. And the further they travel, the more 
Shelby questions everything about her past--and her current reality. 
Life of Pie by Yann Martel  
Pi lives in Pondicherry, India, where his father owns the city's zoo. The family decides to emigrate to 
Canada, but tragedy strikes at sea. In the lifeboat are five survivors: Pi, a hyena, a zebra, a female  
orang-utan & a 450-pound Royal Bengal tiger. 
A Monster Calls by Patrick Ness 
The monster showed up just after midnight. But it isn't the monster Conor's been expecting. He's been 
expecting the one from his nightmare, the one he's had nearly every night since his mother started her 
treatments.  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Here are some suggested reads to get you started  

Noughts & crosses 

Mortal Instruments 

Hunger Games 

Matched Trilogy 

Maze Runner 

Gone  

Half Bad 

The Enemy 

Department 19  

Twilight 

Blackman, Malorie 

Clare, Cassandra 

Collins, Suzanne 

Condie, Ally   

Dashner, James 

Grant, Michael 

Green, Sally 

Higson, Charlie 

Hill, Will 

Meyer, Stephanie 

The 100 

Chaos Walking 

The Inheritance Cycle  
His Dark Materials 

Mortal Engines 

Divergent 

Agent 21 

Zom -B 

Wolves of Mercy Falls 

5th Wave 

Morgan, Kass 

Ness, Patrick 

Paolini, Christopher  
Pullman, Philip 

Reeve, Philip 

Roth, Veronica 

Ryan, Chris 

Shan, Darren 

Stiefvater, Maggie   

Yancey, Rick  

Or try one of these popular series 
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