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This is a Trinity C of E School policy and supports the Trinitas Principles as 
outlined below; 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

   

We will share responsibility for all of the children in all of the schools. 
 
We will ensure outstanding achievement for children and staff by being strategic, 
aspirational and not afraid to innovate 
 
We will teach our children through a curriculum that engages and motivates them, 
celebrates success, meets their individual needs and prepares them for the future. 
 
We will provide the best possible learning environment, which is inspiring for both pupils and 
staff. 
 
We will hold true to our values and aspirations, without compromise. 
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TRINITY SCHOOL 
 

POLICY ON SPIRITUAL, MORAL, SOCIAL AND CULTURAL 
DEVELOPMENT OF PUPILS  

 

LEGAL REQUIREMENTS 

1. The Education Reform Act 1988 Section 1 (1) (2) requires the curriculum of a maintained school to promote 
the spiritual, moral, cultural, mental and physical development of pupils. Ofsted discussion paper February 1994 
provides definitions of each of the key terms. 
 
2. In Church Schools, both Section 48 and Section 5 inspectors will report on this aspect of the curriculum. 
 

STATEMENT OF AIMS 

Trinity School is a school with a strong Christian ethos and this brings a central spiritual and moral dimension to all 
that we do; God working with us, and through us. The spiritual life of the school, spiritual development of pupils and 
staff will be provided and enhanced by the evidence of daily Christian worship opportunities, time in the school week 
to celebrate the Eucharist, and an overarching commitment to the values and principles of the Christian faith, as well 
as the school vision. 
 

Spiritual Education.  

Trinity seeks to nurture the spiritual development of all pupils, particularly through the quality of its acts of worship, 
Religious Education and across all curriculum areas. We aim to develop their self-esteem, self-knowledge and belief in 
themselves by allowing them to develop a range of personal values and beliefs based on a sense of curiosity and 
respect towards their own and others’ beliefs. We allow them to express themselves in a variety of ways, including 
through the curriculum and extra-curricular activities, and give them time to reflect on their own experiences, as well 
as allowing them to understand, express, use and control feelings and emotions and encouraging empathy in terms of 
relationships with others. 

 
Moral Education.  

The school seeks to promote pupils’ understanding and practice of the fundamental moral virtues of truthfulness, 
justice and generosity through the Trinity School Code and Behaviour Policy. We ask that they demonstrate being 
kind and considerate, helpful to others and listening to what they have to say, be committed to school and classroom 
rules as well as to a healthy and safe school, and be equipped and ready for learning with their T5 equipment. 

 
Social Education.  

The school seeks to promote the acquisition by all pupils of those skills and qualities needed to play a full part in 
society through the pastoral system and extra-curricular activities. Pupils are encouraged to maintain and develop 
relationships within the school, working successfully with other students and adults in the school community. We 
encourage them to respond to the opportunities being offered, show initiative and take responsibility for their own 
learning in the school community and actively participate in the school community and beyond into the wider 
community outside of school. 

 



 

Cultural Education.  

The school seeks to promote the cultural education of its pupils by introducing them to the beliefs, customs and 
values of our society and examples of the best of the products of that society in, for example, extensions of the 
National Curriculum, through visits, clubs, and a creative curriculum, which also improves their cultural capital. We 

encourage pupils to appreciate, understand and respect aspects of their own and other cultural  
environments in terms of beliefs, values, attitudes, customs, knowledge and skills. We allow pupils to 
experience a range of cultural activities in terms of literature, music, technology, art and design, dance, 
drama, sport and other media and we aim to broaden, develop and enrich their interests and insights 
through interacting with opportunities the school and the wider community provides. 
 
 

STRATEGIES FOR ACHIEVEMENT OF AIMS 

Spiritual and Moral 
o The collective and tutor acts of worship are of good quality and carried out in accordance with the policy 

document. 
o All staff are seen to support acts of worship. 
o Religious Education is of high quality and is carried out in accordance with the Religious Education policy. 
o Good relationships between adults and pupils, and between pupils. 
o All staff create and maintain an orderly working environment and reinforce positive attitudes on the part of 

pupils; they act as leaders and role models. 
 
Social and Cultural 

o The school respects and values the diverse cultural backgrounds of its pupils. 
o The school introduces pupils to the national cultural heritage through literature, art and music of high quality. 
o The pupils benefit from links with the wider community and visits to places of cultural interest. 
o Attention is given to the development of social skills by pupils of all ages being given responsibility and 

opportunity for leadership roles. 
o The relationships and sex education, equal opportunities and racial equality policies of the school all seek to 

reinforce the social and cultural development of pupils. 
o Pupils treat their physical environment with care. 
 

 

COORDINATOR 

o The Principal and RE Subject lead will coordinate the working of this policy. 
o All departments will annually address the relationship of their policies and practices to this policy. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
IN DEPARTMENTS: 
 

Applied Law 

Spiritual 

Spiritual education in Applied Law inspires curiosity by examining different aspects of the English legal system, 
including laws relating to civil disputes, family law and criminal law. Students are encouraged to explore how human 
functions and feelings can affect how the law deals with different individuals and how they interact with the law, 
both lawfully and unlawfully. This provides an opportunity for students to reflect on their own views concerning a 
broad range of issues. 

Moral 

Moral education in Applied Law provides opportunity to weigh up what is fair and unfair in different situations, 
understanding that justice is fundamental to a democratic society and explore the role of law in maintaining order 
and resolving conflict. When students study specific areas of crime and family law they are able to question and 
reflect upon different ideas, beliefs and values. They understand the difference between right and wrong and have 
the opportunity to make reasoned judgements in topical issues, then exploring the judgments made in court. 

Social 

Social education in Applied Law helps pupils to consider how democracy and justice interact and how different 
people in society value them. It creates understanding that individuals, organisations and governments have 
responsibilities to ensure that rights are balanced, supported and protected. They also learn how the legal (and some 
political) system is organised. In Applied Law pupils develop a range of skills, ensuring they can work together and 
explore a variety of issues.  

Cultural 

Cultural education in Applied Law looks mainly at the development of our own legal and political system but also 
includes influences from the European Union upon our domestic laws. Students get the opportunity to discuss how 
some laws may affect different individuals depending on their culture, namely family law. Students also consider 
diversity within our justice system and evaluate how reflective it is of our own society and what changes they (and 
academics) feel could or should be made. 

Examples of Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Education in Applied Law include: 

 Students learning about their legal and human rights; 

 Students discussing how the media informs and influences the public, including how information from pressure 
and interest groups is used; 

 Students learning about the role the Law Commission; 

 Students becoming aware of the role of lay people within the justice system; 

 Students learning about the law (civil, family and criminal) affects them as individuals and the communities they 
live in; and 

 Students learning about the justice system and influences from similar legal systems and the EU. 



 

Art & Design  

Spiritual 

 
Project work is designed to enrich and widen a pupil’s experience of art and different art forms, through which they 
develop a sense of fascination and wonder of the work of others. Pupils are taught to review and evaluate their own 
work and reflect upon how ideas and concepts have been communicated in various different art forms over the 
different moments in history. Pupils are encouraged to look at and discuss their work and the work of others showing 
an appreciation of art from both traditional and contemporary contexts.  Spiritual development in art involves the 
use of imagination and creativity when exploring and developing ideas.  Pupils are encouraged to communicate 
meanings and feelings when expressing their ideas through their own work. Pupils are encouraged to investigate 
visual, tactile and sensory qualities of their own and the work of other artists and designers.  Contextual references 
are used to support independence in the development of pupil work.  Project work is used as a means of exploring 
much larger themes and ideas.  Opportunities to consider and discuss morality, social, political and ethical issues and 
how artists use these to develop and create visual representations of these big ideas, are explored. The aim in art is 
to develop pupils who want to aspire to be the best artists they can be.  

Moral 

Pupils will often question and discuss moral issues represented in art from both traditional and contemporary 
references.  Pupils will look at and explore different ways in which artists have created images to communicate moral 
issues. Students are taught to think morally and to distinguish between right and wrong.  

Pupils will explore how emotions and inner feelings are expressed in painting, textiles and a wide range of different 
art. Pupils will be encouraged to respond to and make use pf images which invoke a range of emotions. They will 
develop an insight in to the ideas of the artist and question if the visual outcome is appropriate. Pupils will develop an 
understanding of how art can be powerful form of communication.  Pupils will reflect upon the visual language used 
by artists to provoke a reaction or draw attention to a particular moral viewpoint or issue. Pupils will be encouraged 
to produce outcomes which are supported with a rationale or meaning that will often convey a meaning.  

Social 

 
Pupils work is celebrated through display and sharing of ideas and praise. Work is regularly rewarded Opportunities 
are provided for pupils to work independently and collaboratively to produce public and community art.  Pupils are 
encouraged to discuss and research a range of different artists work the aim being to encourage and develop 
communication skills.  Pupils are encouraged to discuss the role of art in society and discover how art can bring 
communities together. Tolerance is promoted through a broad range of creative responses and understanding of 
different cultures, artists, styles, and complex issues relating to art and traditions around the world. 

Cultural 

Pupils research how artists from different cultures respond to themes, in order for them to widen their knowledge 
and cultural understanding. In project work pupils will develop their knowledge and understanding of how ideas and 
concepts are communicated across art and design from both traditional and contemporary contexts. Ideas will 
explore messages and ideas communicated across different cultures and consider a wide range of issues which 
explore cultural identity, political, social, personal and religious messages and beliefs. 

Pupils are given the opportunity to look at and explore the work of art from different cultures and communities and 
use this to enrich and develop their own artwork. 
Opinions about the artwork of other cultures and communities is encouraged through discussion. Pupils need to 
develop an awareness of different viewpoints and values different to their own. 



 
 

Business Studies 

Spiritual 

Spiritual development in Business involves students acquiring insights into their own thoughts about what businesses 
aim to achieve and how these impact on business stakeholders. 

Moral 

Moral development in Business involves students exploring and analysing the impacts of business activities on their 
stakeholders and on the environment. They also investigate and consider what constitutes ethical and unethical 
business practice. Another aspect includes investigating and analysing the impacts of modern technology on 
businesses’ human resource requirements. 

Social 

Social development in Business involves students finding out about the dynamic nature of business which encourages 
students to think about the impacts of change on employees and on wider society. They also study the impacts of 
changes in external factors that influence businesses and their stakeholders. 

Cultural 

Cultural development in Business involves analysing and evaluation the impacts stemming from increased globalised 
business trade and the growing phenomenon of globalisation. 

 
Examples of Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Education in Business Studies include: 

 Pupils being given the opportunity to consider and evaluate the impacts of business supply chains on individuals 
and communities in developing nations. 

 Pupils being given the opportunity to evaluate the likely impacts of relationships between businesses and their 
stakeholders and recommending justified responses businesses should make to accommodate the conflicting 
interests of different stakeholder groups. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Computing and ICT 

Spiritual 

 
Students’ sense of self and their will to achieve, is promoted by the department continually taking the opportunity to 
praise students for their contribution in lessons. 

Moral 

 
Students explore aspects of real and imaginary situations and enables them to reflect on the possible consequences 
of different actions and situations 

Social 

Students are taught to think and produce work that reflects the needs of diverse audiences within our community 
and the wider community. 

Cultural 

 
Students are also challenged to think about how differing cultures access and use the internet and what implications 
this has on the individual and the culture. 
 
Examples of Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Education in Computing and ICT include: 
 

 Cyber Security –Pupils will then be able to apply their knowledge and understanding of cyber security issues 
and solutions by reviewing and making recommendations for ways to best protect digital systems and 
information. 

 Ethical, legal, cultural and environmental concerns - This topic enabled pupils to identify, explain and discuss 
the implications of issues within Ethics, Legal, Cultural, Environmental and Privacy within the use of 
technology. They will be able to link these issues to the people involved (Stakeholders). 

 As students’ progress through their learning they will consider more complex social needs and are 
encouraged to research and work collaboratively to find appropriate solutions to issues that may affect 
particular groups within society. 

 Global Information –Pupils will also learn about how individuals use information of various types, understand 
the legislation and regulation governing information which flows in to and out of organisations and the 
cultural constraints and limitations that applies to it. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

English 

Spiritual 

 
Throughout the study of English literature students are able to explore other’s beliefs from a range of viewpoints. 
Students explore historical attitudes to beliefs, values and ideologies and can compare them to contemporary 
society. Students are asked to reflect, not only on their own work, but on how society has changed and how beliefs 
and experiences are expressed throughout time and across cultures. Students are exposed to a rich and wide range of 
novels, plays, poetry, and non-fiction. Students learn how to express their own views through imaginative writing and 
non-fiction writing (diary entries, blogs, articles, letters etc.) 

Moral 

 
Students regularly investigate moral and ethical issues through the study of set texts and also through 20th and 21st 
century non-fiction writing. Students are able to evaluate the efficacy of the ideas expressed and reflect on what has 
helped shape the views of writers. For example, one text is written during a patriarchal society which has shaped the 
moral issues throughout the play. Students are encouraged to question what is right and wrong, using the texts as 
stimuli. This encourages wider debate but also ensures that pupils are aware that the difference between right and 
wrong is not always clear cut and can also be affected by historical or social factors.  

Social 

 
As a subject, we promote group learning and discussion about texts/ideas/issues that arise as we study. Students will 
often unpick character motivations or authorial viewpoint throughout lessons, this is often done through whole class 
discussion or students working in groups to find what they need to support their own understanding. The subject 
allows pupils to explore other societies and draw comparisons to their own. The subject further teaches values of 
mutual respect and democracy. Students are taught to listen to one another and respond fairly, they are taught to 
evaluate each other’s work with sensitivity and a focus on assessment criteria to help one another progress and grow.  

Cultural 

 
Pupils read about a diverse range of cultures and have the opportunity to further investigate and compare to their 
own culture. Students are encouraged to empathise with characters and look at events through a different viewpoint. 
Through extensive research into the cultural context of a novel pupils are offered the opportunity to explore 
ideas/social rules/laws that they haven’t come into contact with before. Pupils are then able to express 
understanding through a range of writing, role play activities, speaking and listening activities and speeches that they 
can present to the class.  
 
Examples of Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Education in English include: 
 

 The first unit of English for year 7s covers the medieval period. Students read old English texts and discern the 

differences in language and explore how language has changed.  

 As part of the medieval unit, students look at the oral tradition and telling stories from different cultures. 

They are then prompted to think about their own and write their own (shorter) epic poem to investigate and 

present their culture and heritage.  

 In year 8 pupils study the Victorian era in England and make links to contemporary society.  



 In year 9 pupils study The Merchant of Venice and Of Mice and Men, this allows them to explore and express 

their ideas and understanding of discrimination in society. They can use these texts to compare to 

contemporary texts and contemporary society to question what has or has not changed.  

 In year 10, pupils study An Inspector Calls. There are various questions raised about whether character’s 

actions are morally correct even if they are legal. We explore responsibility and the effect one person can 

have on another. We explore capitalism and socialism and the impact these ideologies have on our world 

today.  

 In year 11 students take part in a spoken language component. They present a speech about a topic that they 

care about, related to a theme in one of the set texts. Often, this revolves around discrimination, gender 

equality, capitalism and the damaging effects of poverty and many more ideas. This unit reflects what they 

have learnt from historical texts and how they can link it to the wider world.  

 Throughout all key stages, students are taught 20th and 21st non-fiction texts that are thematically linked to 

set texts. This allows teachers to engage pupils in thinking about their own society. An example would be 

when we study War Photographer, pupils read an article written by a range of war photographers. They 

question the rights and wrongs of documenting the horrors they see and why it might be important for these 

images to be shared, even if they are difficult to look at. We question whether this glorifies war and violence, 

or has a needed place in contemporary society to educate and prevent further atrocities.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Food & Nutrition 

 
In Food and Nutrition   at Trinity we recognise that the personal development of pupils, spiritually, morally, socially 
and culturally, plays a significant part in their ability to learn and achieve. We try to provide a curriculum that 
provides pupils with opportunities to explore and develop their own values and beliefs, spiritual awareness, high 
standards of personal behaviour and a positive, caring attitude towards others. We aim to help them achieve an 
understanding of social and cultural traditions and an appreciation of the diversity and richness of the different 
cultures in the school. 
 
We encourage pupils to think about the impact of their food choice and packaging on the environment and people. 
Sustainability and the clear understanding of how this is applied to selecting ingredients and products are paramount 
if we are to protect the world’s natural resources. Pupils are also expected to grow and develop a sense of social 
responsibility, mutual respect and care for each other through our teaching of behaviour self-regulation. Mutual 
respect is introduced through the process of peer marking and giving feedback and YSC’s of each other’s work using a 
prescribed marking criteria. We help pupils to take criticism positively and to put forward their views in a respectful 
and sensitive way. Children are encouraged to differentiate between right and wrong and look at how their actions 
affect others. 
 

Spiritual 

 
Pupils also explore how a range of beliefs influence food choice and habit as well as using a range of equipment to 
explore properties of ingredients to create a range of dishes. It also involves the growth of their sense of self, their 
unique potential, their understanding of their strengths and weaknesses, and their will to achieve. They develop the 
knowledge, skills, understanding, qualities and attitudes the need to foster their own learning and well-being. 

Moral 

 
Pupils explore mass production and principles of wastage such as the 6 'R's and how they make a positive 
contribution if utilised effectively. Pupils are encouraged to explore different uses for food to prevent food waste.  
Sustainability, food security, climate change, fair trade and food miles are discussed.  

Social 

 
This development is a key feature of all Food and Nutrition lessons. We teach the concept of self-regulation to ensure 
that pupils accept responsibility for their behaviour and the safety of others. This establishes and maintains a safe, 
secure, learning environment. We place an emphasis on developing the ability to work with others and to accept 
each other’s unique personality. We encourage effective conversations about the work we do through self & peer 
evaluation, and to give and accept constructive criticism as a vehicle to improve pupils learning outcomes. 

Cultural 

 
We develop wider cultural awareness in year 7-9 through projects about multicultural food and cooking techniques. 
Pupils are encouraged to work with and sample a range of ingredients from different cultures as well as developing 
an understanding of dietary beliefs such vegetarianism, non- pork diet, halal and kosher. Pupils expand their 
creativity by exploring how ingredients from different cultures. Pupils are encouraged to research and explore 
culinary habits and traditions and how we have become more multi-cultural.   
 
Examples of Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Education in Food & Nutrition include: 
 



 Giving pupils the opportunity to examine cultural differences in food and diet.   

 Reflect on the social issues around food such as price and income. 

 Acknowledging government guidelines for health and dietary requirements. 

 Reflecting on the moral issues concerning food production in and around the world- sustainability, food 
waste, food security and the impact of food production methods on the environment and climate change. 



Geography 

Spiritual 

Geography gives learners the opportunity to develop their spirituality through connecting with and reflecting upon 
the awesome nature of our world, framed at appropriate times with Biblical references to support this spiritual 
journey. Pupils reflect God’s image through their own creativity ranging from model-making, beach art, poetry, song 
and speech writing and performance. Fieldwork and scientific experimentation excite curiosity amongst learners of all 
ages. 

Moral 

Studying geography requires pupils to consider and suggest solutions to the many problems facing places in the world 
today. Pupils have to justify their solutions within a moral framework considering the consequences of a choice not 
only for the environment but also for different groups of people. They are encouraged to critically evaluate other 
people’s decisions from national governments to individuals to help formulate their own sense of morality. 

Social 

Exploration and decision-making rarely take place in isolation and therefore enabling learners to develop 
teamworking skills is part of geography. Pupils must take responsibility for their own and other people’s safety when 
undertaking fieldwork and practical work. The impact of location and geographical processes on the social well-being 
of people is of central importance to our learning. 

Cultural 

Developing an understanding of our own and other people’s cultures is an integral part of geographical studies. 
Learning to develop empathy and respect are all part of this. Pupils are encouraged to foster a fascination in and an 
admiration for the rich cultural heritage of places including music, dancing, the arts and architectural design. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Health & Social Care 

Spiritual 

 
Spiritual education in Health & Social Care involves students having the opportunity to consider and discuss questions 
relating to all aspects of their own development and the development of those they may care for in the future. 
Students are encouraged to apply their own beliefs to a range of psychological and sociological issues and debates. 
They are encouraged to hear other students' opinions to develop a range of balanced view points through assessed 
discursive activities. Lessons are developed to allow opportunities for students to be creative and resilient and allow 
for development and reflection of their progress, supported by teacher feedback.   

Moral 

 
Moral education in Health & Social Care involves students discussing values, attitudes and beliefs relating to a range 
of ethical and social issues. Students develop an understanding of concepts related to equality, diversity and rights in 
health and social care and are able to gain knowledge of discriminatory practice and means of combatting this. They 
will also develop an understanding of national initiatives that promote anti discriminatory practice in health and 
social care settings.   

Social 

 
Social education in Health & Social Care involves students being encouraged to consider the values, attitudes and 
roles of people that occur in different societies and cultures. They will learn to respect and understand the 
differences in human needs that occur in these cultures and societies. Throughout Health & Social Care students are 
led to work in different groupings, encouraging students to accept one another and learn to work alongside each 
another as a team engaging with the ‘British values’ of democracy, the rule of law, liberty, respect and tolerance.  

Cultural 

 
Cultural education in Health & Social care involves students studying patients' needs across different cultures. 
Students will develop their understanding of and respect for the different needs people have and the effect it may 
have on their health and wellbeing and  to understand, accept, respect and celebrate diversity.  
This is included across many units and such differences are considered when evaluating Health & Social Care 
provision.  
 
Examples of Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Education in Health & Social Care include: 

 In HSC, at both KS4 and KS5, students consider a range of cultures and faiths and how these may impact their 
health behaviours and access to health and social care services.   

 Students develop an understanding of concepts related to equality, diversity and rights in health and social care 
and are able to gain knowledge of discriminatory practice and means of combatting this.   

 They will also develop an understanding of national initiatives that promote anti-discriminatory practice in 
health and social care settings   

 Students in HSC are taught that different people hold different views about right and wrong but should always 
comply with the fundamental British law of this country, particularly when studying relevant HSC legislation and 
codes of practice.  

 Students are encouraged to develop mutual respect and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs  

 Students will learn how communication is perceived by different cultures and how some methods can be 
considered a barrier to communication.   

 Students also explore how services need to be made accessible and they analyse the impact when 
communication process fails. 



History 

Spiritual 

Spiritual education in History at Trinity school involves the mystery of how and why events in the past happened, 
helping students come to a realisation that these same events could have taken other directions and changed the 
entire course of History. Students will identify the significance that some individuals have had and the multitude of 
different interpretations that can be made about one single event. Through the study of History, students gain an 
understanding of how religion has shaped significant historical periods, causing both conflict and co-operation. 

Moral 

This involves students being encouraged to comment and analyse moral issues and dilemmas. History is actually a 
story of right and wrong and students will develop the ability to empathise with the decisions, which ordinary people 
made at the time, based on their historical situation. However despite the fact that events and beliefs in the past will 
often be at odds with what we would consider unacceptable today (and were to some people in the past also) pupils 
will still be encouraged to show compassion for people facing dilemmas and the reasoning behind these decisions. 
Notions of right and wrong are explored in connection with events from the past, linking with the value of justice. 
Pupils are also required to develop their own values and attitudes in response to a range of events and are also 
required to analyse sources of evidence and find out the truth about past events.  

Social 

Pupils will explore the similarities and differences between past and present societies and be made aware of how, in 
the main, how we are very fortunate to live in ‘the modern world’ They will examine how other cultures have had a 
major impact on the development of ’British’ culture and will also be encouraged to build up their own social 
development through collaborative and team working activities . History also provides the students with 
opportunities to express themselves and communicate their ideas clearly. 

Cultural 

Cultural education in History at Trinity School involves the students developing a better understanding of our multi-
cultural society through studying links between local, British, European and world history. They explore ways in which 
events have shaped our culture and society and the causes and consequences of cultural conflict and prejudice. 
Pupils will study, and be encouraged to gain an understanding of and empathise with, people from different cultural 
backgrounds. They will examine how other cultures have had a major impact on the development of ’British’ culture. 
 
Examples of Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Education in History include: 
 

 Causes of WW1 if the murder of Archduke Ferdinand is considered there is always the question that if the 

events had not transpired the way that they did would world events have been any different? 

 Pupils will explore the role of individuals in shaping world events .There are examples that are scattered all 

over the curriculum with some examples like Hitler, Martin Luther King, and Emily Davidson. 

 Pupils will explore the ideas of toleration throughout History and will focus on their ability to empathise with 

these situations. For example the Holocaust and slavery. 

 Pupils being given the chance to explore the beliefs and values of from past societies and from a range of 

different countries. This information will be used to compare and contrast with their own values, beliefs, and 

those of modern Britain. 

 Pupils are expected to question the moral codes of different societies. 

 Pupils exploring why men joined the army in 1914 and the issues of being right or wrong in fighting for your 

country. British values are consistently developed in terms of understanding and acknowledging the rights of 

others to hold different religious beliefs through the study of the Holocaust. 

 



Maths 

Spiritual 

 
Pupils are encouraged in Maths lessons to explore Mathematics and how it relates to the world around them. An 
example of this is investigating the Fibonacci sequence and examining its links to nature. 

Moral 

 
Our moral purpose is to develop our pupils’ confidence in mathematics and teach skills that can be applied in solving 
real life problems. Problems are minimised when everyone is treated fairly and just. For example, in solving 
equations, they are taught to treat both sides fairly when finding a solution to a problem.  

Social 

 
In the department, we encourage pupils to work in teams and small groups where they learn to cooperate and 
respect each other as they discuss mathematics. The arrangement in some of our classes promotes teamwork while 
in other classes pupils are regularly allocated to work in pairs or in small groups within the class. 

Cultural 

 
Pupils are taught that the subject is an international language that is the same across the whole world. Examples of 
work in the textbooks our pupils use include names from different cultures across the world and are not restricted to 
English names. Formulae such as Pythagoras theorem and Pascal’s triangle derived in different countries. Pupils and 
staff also participate in Black history day and celebrate famous mathematicians. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Media Studies 

 
Media is taught through a theoretical framework focused on media language, audiences, representations and 
industries. Across these elements there are a range of elements which link directly to the SMSC framework. For 
example Media audiences involves a development of pupil understanding relating to the audience for different 
products and can involve discussions relating to suitability of content for different ages and the potential effects on 
the audience. Similarly media representations involves analysis of the way the media "shows" us groups and 
individuals in particular ways with a focus on the pupil questioning the intent of the producer and to develop the 
critical skill to question the choices made. The analysis reflects our fundamental British values and the selection of set 
texts by staff have taken into consideration our status as a church school. 

 
Examples of Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Education in Media Studies include: 

Spiritual 

 
A Level set texts:  
Music Video - the current set texts include "Heaven" by Emilie Sande which raises themes of spirituality in relation to 
the audience through the use of iconography and themes. This leads to discussion in class of the place of religion in 
modern society.  
Magazines - The Big Issue. The magazine is not a spiritual publication but its porpose (and the study of it) raises key 
social, moral and cultural issues. 

Moral 

 
Newspapers/Print Media: This study uses comparison of newspapers and magazines. The study is holistic and covers 
all aspects of the methods used to communicate messages and potentially influence individuals and groups. This 
study requires a clear understanding of moral codes and a wide understanding of the institutions that "run" the 
country including church and state organisations. 

Social 

Representations - social and cultural groups, relationships and stereotypes are discussed. Life in modern multicultural 
Britain is prevalent across the texts studied. This includes changing society through study of ‘historic’ episodes of 
television programmes and publications 

Cultural 

 
Public service broadcasting links clearly to the aspects of SMSC here. PSB is studied in comparison with commercial 
broadcasting and the difference between the profit driven desire over the more moral imperative to provide 
products free from political influence, and that provides for all audiences, including areas where product is not 
commercial (discussion of spiritual programming for the audience). This links closely to UK culture as distinct from 
other territories where commercial imperatives rule.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MFL 

Spiritual 

Students are taught to accept and embrace other languages and cultures through the teaching of MFL. In relation to 
this, students are educated on the religious beliefs of the people in countries of the language they are learning. A 
whole range of GCSE topics, and KS3 material covers topics from travel to education, healthy living and other social 
issues. Students are encouraged to be empathetic to the cultures, beliefs and traditions of others and stereotypes are 
challenged where necessary. 

Moral 

Students are encouraged to show empathy and understanding to others and learn about right from wrong and the 
choices historical figures from target language speaking countries’ culture have made. Stereotypes and intolerance 
are challenged through the teaching of language and culture. The MFL schemes of work identify and explore many 
moral issues in a global society context, such as issues relating to the environment, equality of education within a 
global context (comparing the UK to less wealthy countries, such as French/German speaking African countries), work 
opportunities, travel as a means of exploring the world and the consequences of this, and new technology, including 
social media, texting and the internet as a means of communication (and discussing the moral outcomes linked to 
these new forms of technology). 

Social 

Students are encouraged to work independently in lessons and proactively use the target language in classwork, 
whether through pair work or group work. Students are often seated in groups of varied abilities and not with their 
friends, to encourage social interaction with others in the class with whom they may not usually interact. Students 
are encouraged to experiment with language and learn from their mistakes. There is a supportive environment in 
MFL classes where mistakes are seen as learning opportunities, rather than as failures. The students are encouraged 
to use each other as a learning tool and develop social strategies for dealing with confrontational situations or 
problems. 

Cultural 

 
Cultural development and cultural awareness are fundamental in language learning. Exploration of language and 
culture is key to language learning, whether through lessons or extra-curricular trips. At all stages of MFL teaching 
and learning, cultural development is at the forefront of the majority of our lessons. Students are encouraged to 
embrace ‘difference’ at all stages of their linguistic development and accept ideas which may be ‘alien’ to them, as 
culturally significant. Students are encouraged to discuss and challenge stereotypes within a national and 
international context. 
 
Examples of Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Education in MFL include: 
 

 Pupils exploring and examining different cultures, giving them the opportunity to develop an understanding 
of multiculturalism, diversity and respect for others. 

 Pupils being given the opportunity to compare their own culture and community with that of the target 
language countries. 

 Pupils communicating with penpals from the target language country 

 Pupils going on trips to the target language country to experience/explore some aspects of their SMSC 
development first-hand. 

 Pupils becoming aware of how different societies function and the different social structures within them. 

 Pupils understanding the use of and limitations of automatic/online foreign language translators in the 
understanding of other cultures. 



 
 

Performing Arts 

Spiritual 

 
Student’s spiritual development within the performing arts is explored in a number of ways. Through the study of the 
arts for different occasions and situations we often explore how music and art can connect people spiritually. 
Through all of the performing arts students are given the opportunity to express themselves, explore their emotions 
and feelings and create ways of demonstrating these through the arts. 

Moral 

 
Moral education is explored practically when students are working in a collaborative manner in the arts as well as 
when providing support through feedback or as an audience. Students are taught the ways in which to discuss 
sensitive issues, especially when dealing with dramatic texts and ideas in dance and music. At a higher level students 
are expected to research in depth around the context of certain texts and characters to give them further insight into 
them. Students are encouraged to question the motivation and ideas of characters and writers. In dance and music 
students are given opportunities to analyse music and dance and give their opinions in a suitable and measured way.  

Social 

 
Within the performing arts students are expected to work collaboratively and successfully as part of a range of groups 
and ensembles. Students are given the skills to devise, choreograph and compose together as well as independently 
something that spans from ks3 through to ks5. Students are expected to perform and devise using different 
characters and roles expanding their understanding of a range of people and situations. Students get to explore a 
range of styles and influences across the arts and are able to act upon this by creating their own work using stimuli. 
Students get to explore language that is arts specific and develop their knowledge and skills of what it is to be an 
artists.  

Cultural 

 
Students are given ample opportunity to broaden their understanding of arts from across the globe. Students get to 
studied British artists as well as those from other cultures and practically explore the similarities and differences in 
their output. Students develop their awareness of culture and are able to respond and critically analyse in an 
appropriate way.  
 
Examples of Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Education in Performing Arts include: 
 

 A range of texts studied through time (including Greek theatre, 20th century theatre and musical theatre) 

 A range of musical styles from around the world studied (Reggae, Indian Music and African Music as well as 

Brit Pop) 

 Choreographers and styles of different eras and cultures (Christopher Bruce – British, Street Dance and 

Contemporary)  

 Pupils creating speeches based around sensitive topics of injustice and prejudice across the world and 

through time  

 
 
 



 
 
 

Physical Education 

Spiritual 

During the range of activities that pupils can participate in, whether in core PE lessons, GCSE PE, Cambridge 
Technicals or extra-curricular opportunities pupils can develop a sense of enjoyment and fascination about 
themselves, and the world around them. Pupils are encouraged to use their imagination and creativity in their work 
and showcase a willingness to reflect on their own and others experiences. 

Examples of spiritual lessons within Physical Education: 

 Explore, creativity through producing gymnastic and trampolining routines. 

 Creating and developing their own attacking and defensive set plays and tactics. 

 Reflecting and critiquing their own and others performances/work. 

 Displaying emotions through gymnastic routines. 

 Questioning pupils throughout lessons- WHY, WHAT, WHERE and HOW. 

 Units of work focusing on team building- motivation, determination and character building. 

 

Moral 

Physical Education teaches pupils about codes of conduct, etiquette, shaking hands before and after matches, 
applauding the opposition, fair play and sportsmanship. Pupils should abide to rules and regulations, gaining a good 
understanding of rules of sport and the importance of infringements such as penalties and red cards allow pupils to 
understand the consequences of their actions which in turn helps pupils apply this understanding to their own lives. 

Examples of moral lessons within Physical Education: 

 Moral dilemmas- pupils investigate issues in sport such as the use of performance drugs in GCSE and 

Cambridge Technical studies. 

 Promote fair play and team work in lessons. 

 Encourage good sportsmanship throughout lessons. 

 Respect of equipment both when using it and storing it. 

 Following instructions and decisions made by officials. Abiding by the rules in all sporting situations. 

 Respect for the facilities and the environment they are working in. 

 Listening to teacher and peer feedback. 

 Promote trust with peers through team building activities. 

 Using pupils as sports leaders/ambassadors. 



 

Social 

Pupils in PE can use a range of social skills in different contexts, including working with pupils from different religious, 
ethnic and socio-economic backgrounds. The willingness to participate in a variety of social settings, cooperating well 
with others and being able to resolve issues effectively. An interest in and understanding of, the way communities 
and societies function at all levels. Pupils can develop their friendships via their involvement in inter school and extra-
curricular clubs. 

Examples of social lessons within Physical Education: 

 Creating a sense of community in lessons and clubs. 

 Interacting with the community and primary feeder schools through coaching. 

 Encourage pupils to recognise and respect social differences and similarities. 

 Celebrate sporting success in and out of school. 

 Using Sports leaders/ambassadors/sixth form to help run clubs and activities. 

 Encourage the attendance to extra-curricular activities. Clubs and trips. 

 Promoting team work throughout lessons supporting one another to develop their skills. 

 Providing peer mentoring in the Gifted and talented program. 

 

Cultural 

The PE department can encourage a willingness to participate in sporting opportunities that will develop positive 
attitudes towards different religious, ethnic and socio-economic groups in the local, national and global communities. 

Examples of cultural lessons within Physical Education: 

 Learning about developments of sports in different countries. 

 Learning where different sports originate from and what the national sports of different countries are. 

 World Cups and Olympic Games. 

 Use of international examples of different athletes and their achievements. 

 
 



Product Design 

Spiritual 

 

The course is allows pupils to enquire and communicate their ideas, meanings and feelings in a creative way. 

Students gain a sense of awe and wonder as they investigate and improve on their own creativity and observe 

examples in the design world around them. They develop visual, tactile and other sensory qualities of their own and 

others work. We encourage independent thinking that will enable students to develop their ideas and intentions and 

express these in an appropriate manner. 

Moral 

Students are encouraged to consider that designers and manufactures have a responsibility to society to make sure 
that products they design and make are morally correct. This means that the products they produce should not harm 
or offend anyone in any way. They will consider that moral decisions are often a matter of asking questions about the 
right and wrongs of a product. 

Social 

Students develop an understanding of how society demands that products are designed and manufactured to 
improve the quality of lives and the environment in which they live. Students gain an appreciation of how society’s 
expectations stimulate an ever-increasing demand for newer, better, faster, smarter, greener products. 

Cultural 

Students will develop their knowledge and understanding of designers' ideas and concepts over several decades. 
They will be exposed to a wide variety of designers and design movements that are influenced by cultures, beliefs and 
religions. Through their investigations they will gain an appreciation for the religious and non-religious beliefs 
adopted by a variety of cultures from around the world and see how these enriches fashion, products and lifestyles. 

 
Examples of Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Education in Product Design include: 
 

 Pupils gaining an insight into the properties of natural timbers and man-made boards relating their findings to the 
world around them 

 Pupils debating the ethical issues surrounding planned obsolescence within manufacturing and retailing 

 Learning about the future implications of the use of finite resources and landscape changes 

 Looking into the future options for the production of products, alternative fuels and energy sources and methods 
to reduce pollution with discussion of how these can improve people’s lives and the environment in general 

 Pupils investigating the historical impact of designers and design movements from around the world 

 Pupils considering wider issues when designing and making products including, the safety of the user, the life cycle 
of a product with an emphasis on the importance of recycling to combat the negative environmental impact 
during and after production. 



 

PSHE & Citizenship 

Spiritual 

Spiritual education in Citizenship inspires curiosity into how our identities are complex, can change over time and are 
informed by different understandings of what it means to be a citizen in the UK. It also enables pupils to explore 
creative approaches to taking action on problems and issues to achieve intended purposes. In PSHE pupils are 
frequently given the opportunity to reflect upon human emotions, both their own and others across a range of topics. 
The values and beliefs of others is explored when considering how and why people behave the way they do in 
different situations. 

Moral 

Moral education in Citizenship provides opportunity to weigh up what is fair and unfair in different situations, 
understanding that justice is fundamental to a democratic society and explore the role of law in maintaining order 
and resolving conflict. It also questions pupils to reflect on different ideas, opinions, assumptions, beliefs and values 
when exploring topical and controversial issues and problems. Moral education in PSHE enables pupils to recognise 
the difference between right and wrong and the consequences of their behaviour and personal actions, to both 
themselves and others. Pupils question choices that can be/have been made by others, developing reasoned views to 
help inform their own actions. 

Social 

Social education in Citizenship helps pupils to consider how democracy, justice, diversity, toleration, respect and 
freedom are valued by people with different beliefs, backgrounds and traditions within a changing democratic 
society. It creates understanding that individuals, organisations and governments have responsibilities to ensure that 
rights are balanced, supported and protected. In both PSHE and Citizenship pupils develop a range of personal 
qualities using social skills to work together and explore a variety of issues. Through some activities in PSHE pupils 
devise strategies to resolve conflict/challenging situations that may arise at different points in their life. 

Cultural 

Cultural education in Citizenship and PSHE looks at different kinds of rights and obligations and how these affect both 
individuals and communities. In Citizenship it also explores the diverse national, regional, ethnic and religious 
cultures, groups and communities in the UK and the connections between them. It enables pupils to evaluate 
critically different ideas and viewpoints of cultures, including those with which they do not necessarily agree. It 
encourages reflection and evaluation on what they have learnt from the intended and unintended consequences of 
their own action, and how that affects others in their communities.  

 
Examples of Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Education in PSHE include: 
 

 Pupils completing activities about how their self-esteem and body image is influenced by different sources of 
media; 

 Pupils learning about different methods of contraception and the reasons behind choices that individuals may 
make as to whether to use contraception or not, including religious and cultural reasons; 

 Pupils learning what the law is regarding consent and how individuals might communicate their consent in 
different ways and how to respect those choices; 



 Pupils developing skills of communication and exploring issues which affect many more people in society than just 
themselves (internet safety and grooming); and 

 Pupils devising a range of solutions that could work to solve antisocial/health issues created by binge drinking. 
Pupils will also explore the role of different groups including the NHS. 

 
Examples of Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Education in Citizenship include: 

 Pupils learning about their rights, for instance, political, legal and human rights; 

 Pupils understanding why there is diversity in the UK and the impact of migration and integration on identities and 
communities; 

 Pupils discussing how the media informs and influences the public, including how information from pressure and 
interest groups is used; 

 Pupils becoming aware of the role of the voluntary sector in supporting communities; 

 Pupils learning about the law and justice system and how it affects them as individuals and the communities they 
live in; and 

 Pupils understanding the UK’s role in the world and the challenges facing the global community. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Psychology 

Spiritual 

Psychology students become fascinated learning about themselves and the world around them for example how any 
one person can be led into evil. Through the exploration of the beliefs of other people on topics ranging from mental 
illness to social conformity students gain an awareness of the spiritual nature of mental health. Throughout the 
course students reflect upon their own experiences, for example of their childhood and understand the impact of 
these on their personalities and their life choices. Use of the imagination, particularly when evaluating psychological 
research helps students in applying theories to real life situations. 

Moral 

 
Investigating the ethical and moral issues on a regular basis – mainly relating to the conducting of research and 
treatment of mental illnesses. Allows students to recognise right and wrong in many situations, particularly the 
treatment of others and power of evil. Through the study of social influence students are able to understand the 
consequences of their actions, considering their own actions and the power of others to influence us. 

Social 

 
Working in groups and supporting each other students develop social skills and how to cooperate well when planning 
work and deciding together if psychological theory or research is justified. Psychology aims to investigate other 
communities and societies through research and exploration of whether or not theories are generalizable, exploring 
different cultural issues and beliefs through research. 

Cultural 

 
Psychological study requires an understanding of diversity in many ways – through mental health, social norms, 
relationships, learning and many other topics.  Students learn to respect the differences and understand the positive 
and negative impact of various lifestyles. 
Student leave equipped with the skills to evaluate research in terms of cultural relativism or bias. Individual 
differences plays a huge part in student’s analysis and reflection and can reflect upon their own cultural background 
and the impact that has had on their own lives. 
 
Examples of Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Education in Psychology include: 
 

 See separate document held by the Head of Subject for Psychology for individual examples 
 
 
 
 



Public Services 

Spiritual 

Public Services helps learners to develop a sense of worth of themselves and others through regular self and peer 
assessments. The importance of members of religious institutions to the wellbeing of those marginalised in society 
through charity work and giving helps learners develop a practical understanding of faith. Visitors from organisations 
such as the Trussell Trust and Victim Support help learners understand how people’s actions often stem from their 
compassion for others. 

Moral 

Learners have to consider many moral issues especially when considering the work and actions of those in uniformed 
public services. Morality is of central importance when considering the workings of the criminal justice system and 
Parliament. Understanding that moral issues form a fundamental basis for many laws. During interviews with 
members of statutory and non-statutory organisations, learners gain a sense of the moral basis for people’s actions in 
the workplace. 

Social 

Learners have a wide range of opportunities to develop social skills working in teams and leading teams as part of 
their assessment. They develop an understanding of their own strengths and weaknesses and have opportunities to 
plan for improvement. Learners have many opportunities to consider the social well-being of people in society and 
recognise the work of both statutory and non-statutory organisations in supporting others. 

Cultural 

Learners develop a strong understanding of the importance of culture when considering the importance of equality 
and diversity in society. The impact of having a multi-cultural society on the public services is an integral part of 
learning and includes a consideration of recruitment policies, the impact of extremist cultural views and the way third 
sector organisations meet different people’s cultural needs. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Religious Education 

Spiritual 

Spiritual education in RE involves the experience of searching for meaning, the purpose in life and the values by which 
we live. In learning about different religions and why people believe, pupils should have the opportunity to learn from 
their experiences, to reflect on and interpret spirituality and their own lives and discuss and reflect on ultimate 
questions. We must consider the wow moments in our lives and look at things with a sense of awe and wonder.  

Moral 

Moral education in RE allows pupils to learn about shared and differing moral values. RE allows pupils to debate 
moral dilemmas about right and wrong, good and bad, peace etc. RS allows pupils to discuss issues such as people’s 
responsibility towards the world and future generations. Through RE pupils have the opportunity to make a personal 
response to right and wrong and to consider other peoples’ responses to moral issues. 

Social 

Social education in RE involves exploring similarities and differences in religions and cultures through which pupils 
should begin to link religion to personal action in everyday life. This is reflected in their relationships with others in 
the classroom and their ability to work together co-operatively. 

Cultural 

Cultural education in RE involves learning about other religions, giving pupils an opportunity to learn what it means to 
belong, to develop confidence in themselves and be able to respond positively to similarities and differences in our 
multi-faith and changing society. 

 
Examples of Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Education in Religious Education include: 
 

 Pupils being given the opportunity to explore the beliefs and values from a range of different religions and 
cultures and learning about shared and differing views and beliefs 

 Pupils exploring beliefs and values on key moral and ethical issues from different perspectives e.g. euthanasia, 
abortion, life after death, why we are here and science vs religion 

 Pupils exploring and examining a range of different religions and cultures, giving them opportunity to develop an 
understanding of multiculturalism, diversity and respect for others 

 Students becoming aware of the positive impact in society of different religions through knowledge of how 
religion can affect daily life and moral decisions made by religious people 

 Students examining a unit on multi-culturalism and multi-faith society and how this links into the nature of 
freedom, liberty and democracy 

 Students being given the opportunity to explore different artistic images and literature sources from religious and 
cultural perspectives 

 Students examining aspects of religious architecture, religious paintings and religious symbols and their meanings 

 

This also applies to our Values and Beliefs Education course (Sixth Form compulsory RE). 



Science 

Spiritual 

Spiritual education in Science involves the search for meaning and purpose in natural and physical phenomena. It is 
the wonder about what is special about life, an awe at the scale of living things from the smallest microbe to the 
largest tree and the interdependence of all living things and materials of the Earth. It concerns the emotional drive to 
know more and to wonder about the world and aesthetically appreciate its wonders including for example the 
enormity of space and the beauty of natural objects or phenomenon. 

Moral 

Moral education in Science encourages pupils to become increasingly curious, to develop open mindedness to the 
suggestions of others and to make judgements on evidence not prejudice. Students realise that moral dilemmas are 
often involved in scientific developments. When considering the environment the use of further natural resources 
and its effect on future generations is an important moral consideration. 

Social 

Social education involves group practical work which provides opportunities for pupils to develop team working skills 
and to take responsibility. Pupils must take responsibility for their own and other people’s safety when undertaking 
practical work. Science has a major effect on the quality of our lives. Pupils are encouraged to consider the benefits 
and drawbacks of scientific and technological developments and the social responsibility involved. 

Cultural 

Cultural education in Science involves thinking of scientific discoveries as much of a part of our culture as great music 
and films. Credit is given to scientific discoveries of other cultures. Science is also seen as a contemporary activity and 
developments are made all over the modern world. It is therefore an activity undertaken by a wide range of men and 
women in many different cultures both now and in the past. The interdependence of the world in environmental 
issues is central to science. 

 
Examples of Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Education in Science include: 
 

 Pupils gaining an insight into the chemical nature of natural changes in the atmosphere and the human impacts 
upon the atmosphere composition  

 Pupils look at the natural phenomenon of the water cycle and carbon cycle and the impacts of human activity on 
them 

 Pupils debating the ethical issues surrounding current issues such as stem cell cloning to cure diseases and genetic 
screening and testing 

 Learning about the future implications of the use of finite resources and landscape changes 

 Learning about theories concerning the creation of the universe and evolution of life with consideration of 
religious beliefs 

 Looking into the future options for the production of electricity, alternative fuels, and methods to reduce pollution 
with discussion of how these can improve people’s lives and the environment in general 

 How lifestyle choices have an impact on someone’s physical and mental health  

 Pupils investigating the historical impact of scientists from around the world in numerous famous discoveries 

 Pupils considering how scientific perceptions can alter across the planet; from the phases of the moon, the safety 
of food additives and the local importance of recycling 



Sociology 

Spiritual 
Helping students develop a sense of self knowledge including an awareness and understanding of their own beliefs, 
values, norms and identity. Developing empathy with others and an understanding that humans deal with different 
situations differently. They will be able to identify their unique potential and explore other people’s unique identities.  
Respect for other beliefs, emotions and identities will be crucial to success within Sociology. Enabling students to 
explore their own thoughts, ideas and opinions about the topics we cover. Whilst enabling students to relate their 
ideas with a wider societal context and within society.  
 
Moral 
Developing decision making skills and encouraging students to think about consequences to certain actions.  
Promoting students’ understanding of basic moral principles, norms and values.  Challenging discrimination on the 
basis of race, religion, gender, age, sexual orientation, disability and class. Encouraging respect for others and their 
views.  Ensuring that students take responsibility for their actions. Challenge student assumptions, stereotypes and 
prejudices.  Considering the morals and ethical impact of sociological research on the wider community.  
 
Social 
Encouraging students to relate positively to one another and work effectively within teams, discussions, class 
presentations, sharing good practice and problem solving tasks. These tasks develop inter-personal skills and 
encourage students to work collaboratively. Creating a sense of community both within the classroom and within the 
Social Sciences as a whole with common inclusive values so that everyone is equal no matter what their ethnicity, 
gender, ability, sexual orientation and religion is. Creating a classroom climate that stimulates excitement and 
engagement.  Discussing the skills and personal qualities needed to be a positive citizen.  
 
Cultural 
Discussing different cultural traditions and how definitions of concepts such as Gender are different within different 
cultures.   Enabling students to acquire knowledge and insight into the values, influences, norms, beliefs and 
expectations of their own culture alongside other cultures.  Giving students opportunity to appreciate the diversity 
and richness of other cultures.  Discuss the value of being a global citizen and explore contemporary argues about 
globalisation and a global culture. Studying cross cultural research in order to understand differing values and beliefs.  
 
Examples of Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Education in Science include: 
 

 Unit on Beliefs in Society serves to identify various religious cultures but also to evaluate critically and with 
detachment their own or other beliefs that might lead to harm to animals or humans or discrimination 
towards certain social groups. 

 Unit on Crime is about taking a detached and critical view of various types of crime and whether the 
punishments are proportionate to the damage done. In other words, students need to disentangle 
themselves from the mainstream morality often found in the tabloid press whereby for most crimes a 
punishment is demanded that resembles a ‘lock them up and throw away the key’ approach. Re-evaluating 
their own morality is very important for our students and not taking the mainstream one, i.e. dictated by 
political correctness or the party in office, as the only acceptable truth. 

 In all Units, students are encouraged to participate in classroom discussions, regardless of how controversial 
their opinions are. There is, though, one underlying thread: the great respect for diversity in worldviews, e.g. 
on housework in families, religious rites or punishments for crimes. 

 Sociology lessons many examples from around the world and from other centuries are explained to students, 
they learn to appreciate the relativity of their own culture, values and belief. 

 Students often prepare in pairs a topic to present to the class, involving an organisation of how the 
sometimes lengthy PowerPoint should be prepared and/or presented between them, which leads to a good 
collaborative effort. 

 



 

Travel and Tourism 

Spiritual 

Travel and Tourism gives learners the opportunity to develop their spirituality through connecting with and reflecting 
upon the awesome nature of our world. Visits which have included iconic sites in Dorset and Areas of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty in South Wales help learners capture a sense of awe and wonder. The importance of religious sites as 
places of pilgrimage and tourism is also considered. 

Moral 

Learners consider the moral dilemma between the use of an area for leisure and tourism and the impacts on local 
communities and the environment. Consideration of ethical and sustainable tourism is of paramount importance with 
issues such as climate change on the global agenda. 

Social 

Learners are encouraged to debate and discuss ideas and current affairs which are of paramount importance to the 
world-wide travel and tourism industry. They are encouraged to consider the importance of tourist activities to the 
mental well-being of people in society but also the social costs for some such as long working hours and low pay. 
Understanding the needs of different types of tourists helps learners to develop empathy and understanding of 
individuals and groups in society. 

Cultural 

Developing an understanding of our own and other people’s cultures is an integral part of Travel and Tourism studies. 
Learning to develop empathy and respect are all part of this including tourist behaviour and appropriate dress codes. 
Learners are encouraged to foster a fascination in and an admiration for the rich cultural heritage of places including 
music, dancing, the arts, religious sites and architectural design. They consider how these cultural artefacts are 
packaged and marketed and therefore learn of their central importance to the leisure economy.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


