
Trinity School Policy Notes for the 16-19 Bursary Fund in the 2020/21 Academic Year 

1. The 16 to 19 Bursary Fund provides financial support to help students overcome specific barriers to 
participation so they can remain in education. 
 

2. There are 2 types of 16 to 19 bursaries: 
 a vulnerable bursary for young people in one of the defined vulnerable groups 
 discretionary bursary which institutions award to meet individual needs, for example, help with the 

cost of books and equipment 
 

3. Institutions are responsible for managing both types of bursary. Students who want to apply for 
support from the bursary fund should contact their chosen institution as soon as possible to make 
an application. 
 

4. To be eligible for either type of bursary students must: 
 be aged over 16 and under 19 at 31 August 2020 
 meet the residency criteria in ESFA 2020 to 2021 academic year funding regulations for post-16 

provision 
 be participating in provision that is subject to inspection by a public body which assures quality (ie 

Ofsted), and be either funded directly by ESFA  

5. To be eligible for the vulnerable bursary, students must be in one of the defined vulnerable groups: 
 in care 
 care leavers 
 in receipt of Income Support, or Universal Credit in place of Income Support, in their own right 
 in receipt of Employment and Support Allowance or Universal Credit and Disability Living or 

Personal Independence Payments in their own right 

6. Institutions receive discretionary bursary funding allocations from EFA which they manage directly, 
deciding which students are eligible for help and how much they receive, in line with this guide and 
their own policies. 

 due to a limited budget all initial applications are assessed at the same time 

 dependent on number of applications received a set amount of funding will be calculated, 
this will be the same for each student 

 a small amount of budget will be held back in case of circumstance changes during the year 

 funds can be allocated to students who do not meet the criteria in exceptional and urgent 
circumstances 
 

7. Frequency of payments for the vulnerable bursary will be discussed with individual students and 
agreed based on need   
 

8.  Discretionary bursary payments will be paid once the application has been processed and 
individual need has been assessed. 
 

9. All applications must be submitted to the Sixth Form Office by 30th September 2020, applications 
submitted after this date will be considered ‘in year applications’ and will therefore be subject to 
the remaining funding available. If an application is returned incomplete and the required 
information is not provided on time, this may result in it being considered an in year application. 

10. You will need a bank or building society in your own name in order to receive payments, payments 
are not able to be made into the bank account / building society of a parent, guardian, sibling etc 
on your behalf 
 



11. If you application is unsuccessful the reasons why will be explained to you, if you are still unhappy 
with how your application has been assessed you can ask for your complaint to be referred to Miss 
Patten – please note that Miss Patten will only look at complaints referred by a member of staff 
 

12. If you have any queries, please contact: Miss Irving 

Please note that when preparing these policy notes, national guidance was followed: 16-19 Bursary Fund 
Guide for 2020 to 2021 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/advice-funding-regulations-for-post-16-provision 

 


